
Identification	
Base of prehensile tail is furry for at least one inch. Tail has white tip 
and is longer than the head-body length. Long, woolly fur on the back 
and sides is greyish brown with the belly paler. Largest of the smallish 
mouse opossums in Guyana.

Habitat
Rainforests, dry forests, secondary forests, and gallery forests in 
savannahs from lowlands to highlands up to 2,100 m in elevation.  
Guiana Shield endemic.

Woolly Mouse Opossum
Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Marmosa demerarae)
Yaware
Waasa

Photo  S. Sant/Parc Amazonien de Guyana      60



Identification	
Short, velvety fur on back and sides is greyish brown, fur on belly paler, 
and base of tail not as furred compared to the larger woolly mouse 
opossum. Tail about 30% longer than head-body length and brownish 
with slightly paler underside.

Habitat
Found in rainforests, dry forests, and near savannahs. Occurs in South 
America, primarily east of the Andes up to 1,350 m in elevation. Also 
found in houses.
Photo  ProAves Colombia                                          61

Linnaeus’s Mouse Opossum
Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Marmosa murina)
Yaware
Yawari



Identification	
Relatively short fur is reddish brown on the back and sides, which is 
distinct from the whitish belly. Tail about 50% longer than head-body 
length with slightly paler underside and not furred at the base.

Habitat
Lowland rainforests and savannahs below 500 m in elevation. Primarily 
a Guiana Shield endemic with one record south of the Amazon River.

Photo  D. Massemin                                               62

Delicate Slender Opossum

Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Marmosops parvidens)
Yaware
Yawari



Identification	
Long, woolly fur is pale brown on the back and sides with some reddish 
tinge and fur on the belly is slightly paler. Head is greyish with brown 
streak from the forehead to the nose. Medium-sized opossum in 
Guyana.

Habitat
Lowland rainforests, dry forests, and forest near savannahs below 700 m 
elevation in Guyana. Found in South America east of the Andes.

Photo  Moisés Silva Lima                                    63

Bare-tailed Woolly Opossum
Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Caluromys philander)
Yaware
Yawari



Identification	
Short fur on back and sides is brownish with a paler belly. Yellowish 
spot of equivalent size above each eye. Tail longer than head-body 
length, hairless, and brown. Medium-sized opossum in Guyana.

Habitat
Forests up to 1,000 m elevation in the Guianas. Found primarily in 
tropical rainforests from Central America to South America.

Photo  Ronald Bravo                                          64

Brown Four-eyed Opossum
Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Metachirus nudicaudatus)
Yaware
Yawari



Identification	
Short fur on back and sides is greyish with a paler belly. Whitish spots 
of equivalent size above each eye. Tail about equal in length to head-
body, furred near the body, and blackish grey with usually a white tip.  
Medium-sized opossum in Guyana.

Habitat
Lowland rainforests and gallery forests in savannahs below 300 m in 
elevation. Occurs primarily in Amazonian areas of South America.

Photo  Bernard Dupont                                   65

Grey Four-eyed Opossum
Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Philander opossum)
Yaware
Yawari



Identification	
Fur scruffy with two layers composed of sparse, long, black guard 
hairs and dense, yellowish white underfur.  Tail as long as head-body 
length, furred near the base and with a white tip. Ears are black. Largest 
opossum in Guyana.

Habitat
In Guyana, occurs primarily in lowland rainforests and gallery forests 
in savannahs, but also in highlands. Found from Mexico to Amazonian 
Brazil.
Photo © Duane de Freitas                                        66

Common Opossum
Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Didelphis marsupialis)
Yaware
Yawari



Identification	
Tail about half as long as the head-body length and furred at the base.  
Dense, short fur on back is grizzled greyish black that contrasts sharply 
with the reddish sides and paler yellowish belly. Ears short.

Habitat
Lowland rainforests, including near savannahs, and highlands up to 
670 m in elevation in Guyana. Endemic to the Guiana Shield. The only 
terrestrial and diurnal opossum in Guyana.

Photo  The Linnean Society of London               67

Short Tailed Opossum
Didelphimorphia (Didelphidae)

(Monodelphis arlindoi)
Yaware
Waasa



Identification	
Small-sized monkey (smallest in Guyana) with small rounded head, 
black hairless face, and large ears that extend beyond fur. Soft coat is 
dark brown or black, with long hair around cheeks and chin, except for  
orange-red or yellow fur on its feet and hands.

Habitat
Inhabits lowland rainforests, bush islands and gallery forests within 
savannah grasslands, and swamp forests. 

Photo  Joachim S. Müller                              68

Golden-handed Tamarin
Primates (Cebidae)

(Saguinus midas)
Itaru

Witaro



Identification	
Small, slender monkey with non-prehensile tail longer than its body. 
Coat is short, thick, soft, and brightly colored with greyish fur covering 
sides and back, black fur on top of head, white fur around eyes, ears, 
throat, and neck, and bright reddish fur on its shoulders and legs. 

Habitat
Inhabits primary and secondary lowland and mountain rainforests, 
bush islands or gallery forest within savannah grasslands, and coastal 
forests.

Photo  Ruben Undheim                           69

Guianan Squirrel Monkey
Primates (Cebidae)

(Saimiri sciureus)
Karima

Chaumaa



Identification	
Small-sized monkey with round head, stocky build, opposable thumbs, 
and long, semi-prehensile tail. Coat is off-white to pale buff coloured, 
except for a black to dark-grey wedge-shaped patch extending from the 
forehead backwards over the skull. 

Habitat
Inhabits a variety of habitats, including lowland and mountain 
rainforests up to 2,700 m, bush islands or gallery forest within savannah 
grasslands, swamps and scrublands.

Photo  Miguelrangeljr                                      70

Wedge-capped Capuchin
Primates (Cebidae)

(Cebus olivaceus)
Iwaraka

Owao



Identification	
Small-sized monkey with round head, stocky build, opposable thumbs, 
and a long, prehensile tail which it carries in a tight coil. Coat can vary 
in colour from light brown to yellow or black, with underbelly lighter.

Habitat
Inhabits lowland and mountain rainforests up to 1,100 m, bush islands 
or gallery forest within savannah grasslands, coastal forests, and even 
disturbed areas. 

Photo  Sean McCann                                            71

Brown Capuchin
Primates (Cebidae)

(Sapajus apella)
Kuwa’tî
Powatu



Identification	
Small-sized monkey with long, bushy tail used for balance, and strong 
hind legs for jumping. Sexes look very different (sexual dimorphism). 
Males have a black coat with white fur surrounding a bald black face. 
Females brownish grey.

Habitat
Inhabits primary lowland and mountain rainforests as well as gallery 
forest running through savannah grasslands. Prefers areas with 
abundant fruit trees and watering holes.
Photo  Skyscraper                                              72

White-faced Saki
Primates (Pitheciidae)

(Pithecia pithecia)
Ariki
Oroa



Identification	
Small-sized monkey with long, bushy tail used for balance, and strong 
hind legs for jumping. Body covered with dense, short black hair except 
for the back which can vary from red to yellowish-gold. 

Habitat
Prefers primary lowland and mountain rainforests, but also inhabits 
gallery forest running through savannah grasslands. Rarely descends to 
the forest floor, spending most of its time in the mid and upper canopy.

Photo  Tim May                                                      73

Red-backed Bearded Saki
Primates (Pitheciidae)

(Chiropotes chiropotes)
Kusi’wî

Wishi



Identification	
Largest primate in South America, weighing >9 kg. Small head relative 
to body with long, agile, strong fingers and limbs, and a long prehensile 
tail that enables it to swing through the trees. Covered in black hair 
except for hands, feet, and red face.

Habitat
Inhabits lowland and mountain forests and bush islands or gallery forest 
within savannah grasslands. Preferred habitat typically includes forests 
with canopy heights >25 m. 

Photo  Miguelrangeljr                                            74

Guiana Spider Monkey

Primates (Atelidae)

(Ateles paniscus)

Kuwata
Roomi



Identification	
Large, sluggish monkey with long, slender limbs, short trunk, round 
belly, long prehensile tail, and deep reddish-brown coat. Black, mostly 
hairless face with prominent muzzle. Males larger than females with 
prominent throat pouch that amplifies roar.

Habitat
Prefers lowland and mountain rainforests, but also inhabits large bush 
islands or gallery forest within savannah grasslands, swamps, and 
coastal forests. 

Photo  Dave Curtis                                                75

Guianan Red Howler Monkey
Primates (Atelidae)

(Alouatta macconnelli)
Arauta
Soburu



Identification	
Small bat with long, grizzled greyish-brown fur and two wavy, faint 
whitish lines on its back. Paler fur on the belly. Has a pointy nose that 
extends past the lower jaw. Tufts of paler hairs on the forearms. Whitish 
lines on its back act as a camouflage when roosting on trees.

Habitat
In Guyana, occurs mainly in lowland rainforests, dry forests, savannahs, 
and gallery forests, but also in highlands up to 400 m elevation. Found 
from southern Mexico to eastern Brazil.
Photo © Burton Lim                                                   76

Proboscis Bat
Chiroptera (Emballonuridae)

(Rhynchonycteris naso)
Marapa

Tamaruo



Marapa

Identification	
Medium-sized bat with a white line along the middle of the back and 
stripes above and below the eyes. Dorsal fur is brown and ventral fur 
is greyish. Fleshy flap of skin (noseleaf) on the face, diagnostic for the 
family, is used to direct echolocation calls.

Habitat
Closely associated with lowland savannahs and gallery forests in 
Guyana.  Distributed from western Mexico to eastern Brazil.

Brown Tent-making Bat

Chiroptera (Phyllostomidae)

(Uroderma magnirostrum) Tamaruo

Photo © Burton Lim                                                77



Identification	
Well-developed thumbs that it uses to walk on the ground. Large, 
razor-sharp front teeth used to make incision in its prey. Sleek greyish 
brown fur on the back with a paler belly. Noseleaf present, but as a 
reduced bump of skin.

Habitat
Found primarily in lowland regions of Guyana, including rainforests, 
dry forests, savannahs, and gallery forests, but also in highlands up to 
800 m. Occurs from Mexico to northern Argentina.

Common Vampire Bat
Chiroptera (Phyllostomidae)

(Desmodus rotundus)
Marapa

Tamaruo

Photo © Burton Lim                                                78



Identification	
One of the largest of the typically small nectar-feeding bats.  Many 
morphological adaptations related to this foraging behaviour, including 
elongated snout and long tongue. Fur is brownish on the back and paler 
on the belly.

Habitat
Occurs in lowland savannahs, gallery forests, and nearby rainforests in 
Guyana. Restricted to drier habitats of northern South America.

Photo © Burton Lim                                              79

Miller’s Long-tongued Bat
Chiroptera (Phyllostomidae)

(Glossophaga longirostris)
Marapa

Tamaruo



Identification	
Medium-sized, brown furred bat with no distinctive features as seen in 
other genera of the noseleaf family. Hairs are tri-banded with dark bases 
and tips separated by a paler middle. Has a short tail about one-third of 
the length of the skin membrane between the hindlegs.

Habitat
In Guyana, found in rainforests, savannahs, gallery forests and dry 
forests up to 1,100 m in elevation. Occurs from eastern Mexico to 
northern Argentina.

Photo © Burton Lim                                                80

Seba’s Short-tailed Bat
Chiroptera (Phyllostomidae)

(Carollia perspicillata)
Marapa

Tamaruo



Identification	
Ridiculously long noseleaf and huge ears over an inch in length. Fur is 
brownish and fluffy. Long tail about equal to the head-body length and 
enclosed in an extensive skin membrane between the hindlegs.

Habitat
Mosaic of grasslands, forested hills, and granite outcrops. Endemic to 
the lowland savannahs in the Llanos of Venezuela and Colombia, and 
Rupununi of Guyana.

Photo © Burton Lim                                                 81

Orinoco Sword-nosed Bat
Chiroptera (Phyllostomidae)

(Lonchorhina orinocensis)

Marapa
Tamaruo



Identification	
Small bat with white stripes above and below the eyes. Fur is brown and 
there is no tail. Pale yellowish edging on ears and noseleaf. A similar 
species (Artibeus bogotensis) is found less commonly in the Rupununi 
and has whitish edging.

Habitat
In Guyana, lowland dry forests, savannahs, and gallery forests, but 
usually not in deep rainforests. Found from eastern Venezuela to 
eastern Brazil.
Photo © Burton Lim                                                82

Gervais’s Fruit-eating Bat
Chiroptera (Phyllostomidae)

(Artibeus cinereus)

Marapa 
Tamaruo



Identification	
Tail extends past the skin membrane between the hindlegs, as do all 
species in the free-tailed bat family. Fur on the back is dark brown with 
the base of the hairs white. Fur on the belly is paler brown.

Habitat
Primarily found in lowland rainforests, dry forests, savannahs, and 
gallery forests, but also in highlands of Guyana. Distributed from 
Mexico to Argentina and the Lesser Antilles.

Photo © Burton Lim                                                83

Pallas’s Mastiff Bat
Chiroptera (Molossidae)

(Molossus molossus)
Marapa

Tamaruo



Identification	
Large species of bat with jowl-like check pouches and big hindfeet.  
Short, reddish brown fur with a pale line down the middle of the back 
and paler belly. Subadults and juveniles greyer in colour, as also occurs 
in most other bat species.

Habitat
Lowland rainforests, dry forests, savannahs, and gallery forests in 
Guyana. Distributed from southern Mexico to northern Argentina.

Lesser Bulldog Bat
Chiroptera (Noctilionidae)

(Noctilio albiventris)
Marapa

Tamaruo

Photo © Burton Lim                                                   84
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